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Ebe‘ Progress of State
' TRegistration,

As it is to be hoped the trained nurses of this
country may be called upon at no very distant date
to consider the provisions of a Bill for their Regis-
tration by the State, and as the result of such con-
sideration will be of more value if they take the
trouble o acquaint themselves with the details of
nursing legislation in all its bearings, we have from
time to time published the text of Bills which
have been passed by our Colonial Parliaments,

The Bill passed by the Legislature of the State
of North Carolina, which became law in March
of this year, was also printed in full in our issue
of April 18th last, and we propose to give this week
the New York State Bill, to be followed by those
providing for the registration of the nurses in the
States of New Jersey and Virginia, '

It will be found that each of these American
Bills differs somewhat in its provisions to meet local
requirements, and not one of them as a whole can
be considered entirely suitable for the needs of this
country. But the principles embodied in them all
are sound ; legal ‘status and protection for skilled
professional work, and a gnarantee of efficiency to
the public who employ trained nwses that such
nurses have attained a minimum standard of nurs-
ing knowledge and skill.

THE NEW YORK STATE TRAINED NURSES'
REGISTRATION BILL.

206. Who may Practise as Registered Nurses.—Any
resident of the State of New York, being over the
age of twenty-one years and of good moral character,
holding & diploma from a training-school for nurses
connected with a hospital or sanitarium giving a course
of at least two years, and registered by the Regents
of the University of the State of New York as main-
taining in this and other respects proper standaxds, all
of which shall be determined by the said Regents, and
who shall have received from the said Regents a certi-
ficatio of his or her qualifications to practise as a regis-
tered nurse, shall be styled and known as a registered
nurse, and no other person shall assume such title, or
use the abbreviation R, N.” or any other words,
letters, or figures to indicate that the person using
the same is such aregistered nurse. Before beginning
to practise nursing every such registered nurse shall
canse such certificate to be recorded in the County
Qlerk’s office of the county of his or her residence with
an affidavit- of his or her identity as the person to
whom the same was so issued and of his or her place
of residence within such county., In the month of
January, nineteen hundred and six, and in every
thirty-sixth month thereafter, every registered nurse
shall again cause his or her certificate to be recorded
in the said County Clerk’s office, with an affidavit of
his or her identity as the person tc whom the same
was issued, and of his or her place of residence at the
fime of such re—registra.tion. Nothing contained in
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this Act shall be considered as conferring any authority
to practise medicine or to undertake the treatment or
cure of disease in violation of Axrticle 8 of this chapter,
. _207. Board of Baoiminers; Bxomination ; Fees.—
Upon the taking effect of this Act the New York
State Nurses’ Association shall nominate for examiners
ten of their members who have had not less than five
years’ experience in their profession, and at each
annual meeting of said Association thereafter two
other candidates. The Regents of the University of
the State of New York shall appoint a board of five
examiners from such list. Orne member of said board
shall be appointed for one year, one for two years, one
for three years, one' for four years, and one for five
years. Upon the expiration of the term of office of
any examiner the said Regents shall likewise fill the
vacancy for a term of five years and until his or her
successor i3 ohosen. An unexpired term of an ex-
aminer caused by death, resignation, or otherwise
shall be filled by the Regents in the same manner as -
an original appointment is made. " The said Regents,
with the advice of the Board of Examiners above pro-
vided for, shall make rules for the examination of
nurses applying for certification under this Act, and
shall charge for examination and for certification a fee
of five dollars to meet the actual expenses, and shall
report annually their receipts and expenditures under
the provisions of this Act to the State Comptroller,
and pay the balance of receipts over expenditures to
the State Treasurer. The said Regents may revoke
any such certificate for sufficient cause after written
notice to the holder thereof and hearing thereon. No
person shall thereafter practise as a registered nurse
under any such revoked certificate,

208. Waiver of Bxaminations,—The Regents of the
University of the State of New York may, upon the
recommendation of said Board of Examiners, waive the
examination of any persons possessing the qualifica-
tions mentioned in section 208, who shall-have been
graduated before, or who are in training at the time
of, the passage of this Act and shall hereafter be
graduated, and of such persons now engaged in the
practice of nursing as have had three years’ ex-
perience in a general hospital prior to the passage of
this Act, who shall apply in writing for such certificate
within three years after the passage of this Act, and
shall also grant a certificate to any nurse of good
moral character, who has been engaged in the actual
practice of nursing for not less than three years next
prior to the passage of thisAch, who shall satisfacborily
pass an examination in practical nursing within three
years hereafter.

209.—Violutions of this Article.—Any violations of
this article shall be a misdemeanour, When any pro-
secution under this article is made on complaint of the
Now York State Nurses’ Association, the certificate of
incorporation of which was filed and recorded in the
office of the Secretary of State on the second day of
April, nineteen hundred and two, the fines collected
shall be paid to said Association, and any excess in the
amount of fines so paid over the expenses incurred by
sasid Association in enforcing the provisions of this
article shall be paid at the end of each year fo the
Treasurer of the State of New York.

2, Article twelve of the public health law, consist-
ing of sections 210 to 220, inclusive, is hereby re-
numbered as Article 13 of said law.

3. This Act shall take effect immediately.
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